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Have you ever wondered? 

1. Why do airplanes take longer to fly west than east? 

It can take five hours to go west-east from New York 

(NY) to London but seven hours to travel east-west 

from London to NY. The reason for the difference is 

an atmospheric phenomenon known as the jet（ 喷

射 ）stream. The jet stream is a very high altitude wind 

which always blows from the west to the east across 

the Atlantic. The planes moving at a constant air speed 

thus go faster in the west-east direction when they are 

moving with the wind than in the opposite direction. 

2. What would happen if the gravity on Earth was 

suddenly turned off? 

Supposing we could magically turn off gravity. Would 

buildings and other structures（ 建 筑 物 ）float away? 

What happened would depend on how strongly the 

things were attached to the Earth. The Earth is moving 

at quite a speed, moving at over a thousand miles per 

hour. If you turn something around your head on a 

string（细绳）, it goes around in a circle until you let go 

of the string. Then it flies off in a straight line. ‘Switching 

off’ gravity would be like letting go of the string. Things 

not attached to the Earth would fly off in a straight line. 

People in buildings would suddenly shoot upwards 

at a great speed until they hit the ceiling. Most things 

outside would fly off into space.
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What information can we get from the first 

passage?

A. It is the jet stream that affects how fast 

airplanes fly. 

B. Planes go slower when they are moving 

with the wind. 

C. It takes more time to fly from NY to 

London than from London to NY. 

D. The jet stream always blows from the east 

to the west across the Atlantic.

It can be inferred that without gravity             .

A. buildings and other structures would float 

away     

B. trees and buildings would not so easily fly 

off  

C. something around your head would not 

float away 

D. everything outside buildings would fly off 

into space

Where can we most probably read this text?

A. In a research paper.      

B. In a short story.    

C. In a travel magazine.     

D. In a student‘s book.

The word “shoot“ underlined in the 2nd 

passage probably means “            “.

A. send for          

B. move quickly  

C. come out         

D. grow quickly
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American cities are similar to other cities around the world: 

In every country, cities reflect the values of the culture. 

American cities are changing, just as American society is 

changing.

After World War Ⅱ,  the population of most large American 

cities decreased; however, the population in many Sun 

Belt cities increased. Los Angeles and Houston are cities 

where population shifts（转移）to and from the city reflect 

the changing values of American society. In the late 1940s 

and early 1950s, city residents（ 居 民 ）became wealthier. 

They had more children so they needed more space. They 

moved out of their apartments in the city to buy their own 

homes. They bought houses in the suburbs（郊区）.

Now things are changing. The children of the people who 

left the cities in the 1950s are now adults. Many, unlike 

their parents, want to live in the cities. They continue to 

move to Sun Belt cities and older ones of the Northeast 

and Midwest. Many young professionals are moving back 

into the city. They prefer the city to the suburbs because 

their jobs are there; or they just enjoy the excitement and 

possibilities that the city offers.

This population shift is bringing problems as well 

as benefits. Countless poor people must leave their 

apartments in the city because the owners want to sell the 

buildings or make apartments for sale instead of for rent. In 

the 1950s, many poor people did not have enough money 

to move to the suburbs; now many of these same people 

do not have enough money to stay in the cities.

Only a few years ago, people thought that the older 

American cities were dying. Some city residents now see a 

bright, new future. Others see only problems and conflicts. 

One thing is sure: many dying cities are alive again.
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What does the author think of cities all over the 

world?

A. They are alive.

B. They are hopeless.

C. They are similar.

D. They are different.

According to the 4th paragraph, a great many 

poor people in American cities             .

A. are faced with housing problems

B. are forced to move to the suburbs

C. want to sell their buildings

D. need more money for daily expenses

We can conclude from the text that             .   

A. American cities are changing for the worse

B. people have different views on American cities

C. many people are now moving from 

American cities

D. the population is decreasing in older 

American cities

Why did American city residents want to live in 

the suburbs after World War Ⅱ?

A. Because older American cities were dying.

B. Because they were richer and needed more 

space.

C. Because cities contained the worst parts of 

society.

D. Because they could hardly afford to live in 

the city.
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If you want to learn a new language, the very first thing 

to think about is why. Do you need it for a    1    reason, 

such as your job or your studies?    2    perhaps you’re 

interested in the    3   , films or music of a different 

country and you know how much it will help to have 

a    4    of the language.

Most people learn best using a variety of    5   , but 

traditional classes are an ideal（理想的）start for many 

people. They    6    an environment where you can 

practice under the    7    of someone who’s good at 

the language. We all lead    8    lives and learning 

a language takes    9   . You will have more success 

if you study regularly, so try to develop a    10   . It 

doesn’t matter if you haven’t got long. Becoming 

fluent in a language will take years, but learning to 

get by takes    11   .

Many people start learning a language and soon give 

up. “I’m too    12   ,“ they say. Yes, children do learn 

languages more    13    than adults, but research has 

shown that you can learn a language at any    14   . 

And learning is good for the health of your brain, too. 

I’ve also heard people    15    about the mistakes they 

make when    16   . Well, relax and laugh about your 

mistakes    17    you’re much less likely to make them 

again.

Learning a new language is never    18   . But with 

some work and devotion, you’ll make progress. And 

you’ll be    19    by the positive reaction of some 

people when you say just a few words in    20    own 

language. Good luck!
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A. technical B. political C. practical D. physical

A. After B. So C. Though D. Or

A. literature B. transport C. agriculture D. medicine

A. view B. knowledge C. form D. database

A. paintings B. regulations C. methods D. computers

A. protect       B. change       C. respect      D. provide

A. control       B. command C. guidance D. pressure

A. busy        B. happy       C. simple      D. normal

A. courage      B. time        C. energy      D. place

A. theory       B. business C. routine      D. project

A. some risks B. a lot less C. some notes D. a lot more

A. old B. nervous      C. weak      D. tired

A. closely     B. quickly       C. privately     D. quietly

A. age        B. speed        C. distance     D. school

A. worry       B. hesitate C. think       D. quarrel

A. singing       B. working   C. bargaining D. learning

A. if         B. and        C. but       D. before

A. tiresome B. hard       C. interesting   D. easy

A. blamed B. amazed     C. interrupted  D. informed

A. their        B. his         C. our D. your

1

�

�

4

�

8

�

9

1�

�

10

1�

1�

11

14

1�

19

�0

1�

18


